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The Institute of Catalan Studies (IEC) and the European Institute of the
Mediterranean (IEMed) have programmed, under the sponsorship of the Inter-
national Union of Academies, and with the collaboration of their member acad-
emies, an international conference with a view to exploring the role played by
cities in the Mediterranean world as decisive cores of civilisation throughout His-
tory. The conference aims to analyse the process of change from the ancient past
through to the 20" Century in both settings (European and Africa) and on the two

shores (western and eastern).

From a global standpoint that helps to address the challenges facing the area
nowadays — the recent social and political events, and those ongoing in North
Africa and the Middle East are an example —, the conference aims to provide a
rigorously scientific view of the historical evolution of the Mediterranean cities,
in the conviction that, in any era, the academic world must be involved in the crit-
ical analysis of contemporary reality. Analysing the causes and assessing the con-
sequences is a task that the Academy cannot shun. The proposal for a weighted
reflection, with a major chronological reach, on the role played by cities in the
Mediterranean world in terms of civilisation, pacification and innovation is not

only fitting, but rather even necessary.

The conference has been organised as seven conferences and debating modules
that recap on different aspects of all stages in history, with an official opening
session and a closing session. In view of the chronological and thematic extent,
specific cases will be studied, although nevertheless they will also allow us to reach

general conclusions. All the sessions will be led by highly-qualified experts.
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WEDNESDAY 16 NOVEMBER

16.00-17.00h OPENING SESSION

Xavier Trias, Mayor of Barcelona

Lluis Recoder, Minister of Territory and Sustainability of the Government of Catalonia
Salvador Giner, President of IEC

Andreu Bassols, Director General of IEMed

SPEAKER:
Janusz Kostowski, president of the Union Académique Internationale, From the origin of
sedentary lifestyles to the origin of cities in the eastern Mediterranean

17.00-1720h  Pause
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1720-19.50 h

WEDNESDAY 16 NOVEMBER

1) THE BIRTH OF THE MEDITERRANEAN CITY: THE CONFIGURATION
OF THE MODEL AND THE FIRST PORT NETWORKS IN THE ANCIENT WORLD

MODERATOR:
Joan Sanmarti (Universitat de Barcelona, Institut d’Estudis Catalans)

SPEAKERS:

Michel Gras (Ecole Frangaise de Rome), The Configuration of the Greek Polis and its
Importance for the Mediterranean City

Mohamed Hassine Fantar (Tunis), Genesis of the Phoenician City in the Western
Mediterranean: Myths and Facts

FRONT ROW:

Yosef Garfinkel (Hebrew University of Jerusalem)
Alessandro Guidi (Universita di Roma Tre)

Dominique Garcia (Université de Provence-Aix-Marseille |)
Mariano Torres (Universidad Complutense de Madrid)

This Module is dedicated to reflection on the social, economic and demographic processes
that rendered it possible — and probably inevitable — for cities to form in the different zones
of the ancient Mediterranean world, in very different socio-political contexts and cultures
ranging from territorial monarchies (Macedonia, Israel, Egypt, Numidia, Mauritania, etc.) to
the model of the city-states of Phoenicia, Greece, Etruria and probably Iberia. Taking this
diversity of contexts into account, the different roles played by the early Mediterranean cities
from the standpoint of the political, social, economic and religious organisation of their
relevant states will be analysed.

Within this same perspective, the role played by the Greek and Phoenician cities in the
colonisation processes led by these two civilisations during the first millennium before our
era will be analysed, as well as the formation of the first port networks and the production
systems that fed them. An attempt will also be made to assess to what extent colonial urban
centres caused or conditioned the formation of the autochthonous cities of the central and
western Mediterranean, and the forms of interaction between the colonial cities and those
of the autochthonous cultures of this area will also be addressed. In summary, the idea is to
assess, on the one hand, and from a contemporary standpoint, the old debate of the
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settlement/trade dichotomy in these colonial phenomena and, on the other, to debate the
processes of sociocultural change in the “colonised” territories, evaluating to what extent the
development of complexity — of which the urban phenomenon is a core component — was
caused by Phoenician and Greek colonial presence, or whether it is an essentially
endogenous phenomenon.

Finally, we will be analysing the material configuration of the pre-Roman Mediterranean cities
—the “cityscape”— and the relationship between the urban centres and the territories that
depend on them. On the one hand, questions related to the physical and symbolic limits of
the city — walls, sanctuaries, necropolis, etc. —, will be analysed, including the architectural
materialisation of the civic, economic and religious institutions, the development of urban
planning, social discrimination and the functional specialisation of urban spaces, among
others. On the other hand, the role of the city — and of the different types of cities — as
structuring elements of the territories at regional and micro-regional level, will also be
assessed from the political and economic and even identity standpoint.



9.00-11.30h

THURSDAY 17 NOVEMBER

2)THE EXPANSION OF THE MEDITERRANEAN CITY MODEL:
FROM ALEXANDER TO ROME

MODERATOR:
Josep Guitart (Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona, Institut d'Estudis Catalans)

SPEAKERS:

Paolo Sommella (Universita degli Studi di Roma «La Sapienza»), Origen and Evolution of
the Models of Roman Cities

Simon Keay (Southampton University), The Role of Ports in Promoting Cohesion and
Diversity in the Political, Economic and Cultural Life of the Roman Mediterranean

FRONT ROW:

Jean Charles Balty (Académies des Inscriptions et Belles-Lettres)
Isabel Roda (Institut Catala d’Arqueologia Classica)

Joaquin Ruiz de Arbulo (Universitat Rovira i Virgili)

This module will analyse the notion and creation of the imperial structure of the basic
organisational cell of the Mediterranean city-state models. the role of Alexander as a
founder of numerous cities and promoter of the expansion Eastwards; Rome as a driving
force in the urbanisation of the West and the North of Africa; the empire conceived as a
summation of city-states sanctioned de jure by the law and guaranteed de facto by a
unitary and strong military structure will be the topics addressed.

Parallel to this global reflection on the city model that was to prevail until the late Roman
period, and which will allow us to understand the subsequent medieval city, both in the
West and Europe and in the East and the North of Africa, some characteristic types of
cities of this period will be considered, such as:

- The territorial city: the reference point of a territory or region that guarantees its
structuring, either in a restricted sense pertaining to its own territory (Barcelona,
Torino, Milet), or as a capital that includes other cities (Merida, Narbonne, Corinth).

- The city as a cultural crossroad: caravanserai cities founded in Hellenic times
(Damascus, Dura Europos or other cities in Syria and Mesopotamia) and by Rome (Al
Jem in Tunis; and those established in the Limes of the Rhine or the Danube).
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- The prestige and reference city for intellectual and cultural pilgrimage: Pergamon,
Athens, Alexandria, Rome. The city as an expression of power transmits progress in
culture and art through its image. As of the lower Roman era, certain cities became
reference points for religious pilgrimage: Rome, Jerusalem and subsequently the Moslem
references as of the High Middles Ages.

This module will also address the monumentalisation of the city as an element of prestige
(from the acropolis of Pericles through to Imperial Rome and the numerous cities of the
eastern Mediterranean that developed an urban aedilic magnificence, often above the city's
true possibilities). The competition of the large eastern cities in this field in the Imperial
Roman era is one example of this phenomenon, which represented a symptomatic and
serious dysfunction in the model: the guarantee of the imperial structure aggravated social
inequalities in cities. A dysfunction that led towards a certain disconnection between the
interests of the elites of citizens and the overall economic needs of the population of the city
and its environment, which would lead many cities to undertake major unproductive and
purely sumptuous investments.

11.30-11.50h Pause



11.50-14.20 h

THURSDAY 17 NOVEMBER
3) THE CITIES OF THE HIGH MIDDLE AGES

MODERATOR:
Gaspar Feliu (Universitat de Barcelona, Institut d'Estudis Catalans)

SPEAKERS:

Stefano Gasparri (Universita «Ca'Foscari» di Venezia), The Evolution of Mediterranean Cities
in the West, from the End of the Roman World to the Carolingian Era

Manuela Marin (Madrid), Medieval Islamic Cities: Urban Elites and Images of the City

FRONT ROW:

Philip Banks (Barcelona)

Inmaculada Pérez (Consejo Superior de Investigaciones Cientificas)
Josep M. Gurt (Universitat de Barcelona)

Gisela Ripoll (Universitat de Barcelona)

Between the 5" and 7™ Centuries, the Germanic migrations and Islamic expansion broke
down the trading networks, political structures and cultural models the classic world had
created in the Mediterranean, dividing it into three areas: the Christian-Latin, in the north-
west; the Greek-Byzantine, in the north-east; and the Islamic, in the south.

This module will analyse the decomposition of the Roman urban heritage in the western
basin of the Mediterranean between the 6™ and 9" centuries. The cities ceased to be
manufacturing centres, markets, political and cultural centres of a regional scope to become
farming and livestock centres, governed by noble families or the local bishopric, with a very
reduced territorial area of influence.

The cities that did not manage to maintain their status as Episcopal sees disappeared as
such. The collapse of the council and the decomposition of fiscal structures spawned the
degradation of infrastructures (bridges, aqueducts, forums, markets, water distribution
networks) and led secular schools and health institutions to be replaced by ecclesiastic
ones. We will see how the fact that Greek fell into disuse and a scant and mediocre
bibliographic corps — all basically comprised of increasingly more degraded summaries of
the great Greek and Roman creations, written in monasteries or cathedrals— eventually
caused a veritable cultural decline, despite the recurring “renaissances” of the moment in
the western cities. The scientific awakening that was initiated around the beginning of the

11
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year 1000, in the south, from the border strips with Islam (Amalfi, Salerno, Vic and Toledo)
will also be analysed.

In the eastern basin of the Mediterranean, on the other hand, the Byzantine cities retained
a good part of the Roman legacy, both from the economic and political and cultural
standpoint. The continuity of the dominance of Greek and the availability of a legacy of
classic texts far superior to the West's allowed classicism to vitalise its literary and scientific
creations.

At the same time, Islam, as of the 8" Century, revitalised existing cities (Damascus,
Alexandria) and established new sites in the nodes of the extensive intercontinental
commercial network (Cairo, Kairwan, Tunis, Bugia, Algiers, Fez, Tlemcen). In both areas,
manufacturing retained its urban nature and the city continued to commercially underpin a
broad territorial area. It was in the large Islamic cities that the main scientific advances were
recorded in the era, as a result of the translation into Arab of the full versions of the major
creations of classic culture produced at the same time in Mesopotamia, Iran and India.
Damascus, Cairo, Kairwan, Tunis and Cordoba had, before the 11% Century, large court
libraries, used by the students of the madrassas of these capitals.



16.00 - 18.30 h

THURSDAY 17 NOVEMBER

4) CITIES IN THE LOW MIDDLE AGES. I:
COMMERCIAL AND MANUFACTURING CITIES

MODERATOR:
Antoni Riera (Universitat de Barcelona, Institut d'Estudis Catalans)

SPEAKERS:

Michel Balard (Société Historique et Archéologique de Sucy-en-Brie), The commercial cities
of ltaly and Eastern Mediterranean

Roberto Greci (Universita di Parma), Manufacturing Cities in the West during the Late
Middle Ages

FRONT ROW:

Balazs Major (Pazmany Péter Catholic University)

Ernest-Emili Marcos (Universitat de Barcelona)

M. Teresa Ferrer (Institut d'Estudis Catalans)

Flocel Sabaté (Universitat de Lleida, delegate of the European Science Foundation for
this conference)

This module will analyse the urban renaissance generated in the West since the 12" Century
by the feudal structures. It will detail how the economic, social, political and cultural
structures were new, not a legacy of the Roman past. Even although, when the new
knowledge centres (universities) resumed the study of Roman law they accepted its
influence. The new western cities were trade and freedom centres, points of refuge for rural
serfs, areas where a new social class emerged, the bourgeoisie, which generated a new
social order: “the air of the city makes you free”.

From the economic standpoint, medieval cities can be grouped, largely speaking, into two
models, although none of them fully embodied them: trading centres (Genoa, Venice, the city
of Majorca) and manufacturing centres (Florence, Sienna, Luca, Perpignan).

Economy, society, political structures, control over the territory, projection abroad and the
technological, cultural and artistic heritage of each one of the two models will all be analysed.
We shall see how while the trading cities excelled in technology and naval law, manufacturing
cities developed the mechanical arts and financial techniques.

13
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We will also be gauging the parallel evolution of the Byzantine cities, some of which, such
as Constantinople, continued to be first-order manufacturing centres and trading emporia
where products arrived from the east, central Asia and south Russia. The territorial advance
of the Turks in Anatolia, the Aegean Sea and the Balkans, and the founding of powerful
western colonies by Genoans and Venetians, eventually choked, nevertheless, the economy
of Byzantine cities as of the mid 13TH Century.

In the Eastern Mediterranean, the economic and cultural power of the Islamic cities was
maintained. As far as western traders were concerned, they were still the main markets for
the supply of luxury products from the Far East (spices, textile dyes, fine silk cloth, perfumes)
and some products from the Middle East (cotton and linen). Alexandria, Cairo and Damascus
also managed to retain their role as first-order cultural centres.

In the western Mediterranean basin, on the other hand, the territorial advance of Christian
feudal societies and aggressive trading by ltalians, Catalans and Provengals spawned an
irreversible decline, from the middle of the 12TH Century onwards, in the large Moslem cities
(Balansiya, Madina Mayurqa).



9.00-11.00 h

FRIDAY 18 NOVEMBER

5) CITIES IN THE LOW MIDDLE AGES. II:
THE CITIES OF KNOWLEDGE AND FAITH

Round Table
COORDINATOR:
Jon Arrizabalaga (Consejo Superior de Investigaciones Cientificas)

PARTICIPANTS:

Jacques Verger (Université Paris-Sorbonne), The Network of Universities and the Routes
of the Peregrinatio Academica

Michael McVaugh (University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill), The Cities and the
Emergence of Professionalism in Medieval Europe: the Case of Medicine

Josef Meri (Centre for the Study of Muslim-Jewish Relations, Cambridge), Pilgrimage as a
Shared Experience among Muslims and Jews in the Medieval Islamic World

Jonathan Harris (Royal Holloway, University of London), The Role of Greek Migrants in the
Cultural Communication between the East and the West before and after the Fall of
Constantinople

This round table will deal with the Mediterranean cities as places which played an in-
creasingly privileged role through the Middle Ages in producing and circulating cultural
practices and knowledge both secular and divine; all this in the context of societies char-
acterised by a multiplicity of cultures and languages, the predominance of the three
monotheistic religions of Abraham’s trunk, namely Judaism, Christianity and Islam, and a
commercial and manufacturing economy. It will be focused on the four major questions

as follows,

1) The origins and development of the university movement in the Mediterranean cities,
and the integration of these cities in the general trends of master, students, and books
mobility throughout Europe.

2) The rise and spreading of professional knowledge and practices through the case of
medicine, particularly the new model of university physician in the cities of Mediterranean
Europe, and its connexions and interplayings with Muslim and Jewish practitioners.

3) The role of urban shrines and pilgrimage in the Mediterranean cities as an occasion
for cultural exchange among people of different religious faiths.

15
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4) The role of byzantine émigrés in the cultural communication among cities of eastern
and western Mediterranean before and after the Fall of Constantinople.

The subsequent debate will be aimed to set connexions and interplayings among the sam-
ples of cultural practices and knowledge offered by the speakers as well as to relate them
to other activities (economic, political, social, cultural) developed in the medieval Mediter-
ranean cities.

11.00-11.20 h Pause



11.20-13.50 h

FRIDAY 18 NOVEMBER
6) INDUSTRIAL CITIES AND MODERNITY

MODERATOR:
Salvador Giner (Institut d'Estudis Catalans)

SPEAKERS:

Lila Leontidou (Hellenic Open University), Gramsci and the Mediterranean City: Urbanism,
Spontaneity, Modernity and Civil Society

Abderrahmane Rachik (Fondation du Roi Abdul Aziz), Urban Structure and Colonial
Practices

FRONT ROW:

Paolo Perulli (Universita del Piemonte Orientale)
Francesc Valls (Universitat de Barcelona)

Antonio Dias Farinha (Academia das Ciéncias de Lisboa)
Oriol Nel-lo (Institut d'Estudis Catalans)

This module will study the historic period after the fall of Constantinople until the 20th
Century. The discussion topics will be:

1- The definition of ‘modernity’ continues to be a conceptual and theoretical problem. Nev-
ertheless, the creation of banking (Barcelona: Taula de Canvi [money market]), of modern
accounting (Milan and Lombardy: Llibre de doble entrada [double-entry book-keeping], the
origins of the so-called ‘preindustrial industrialism’ (Po Plain: fargues del Pirienu), the trans-
formation of pirate mercantilist capitalism into peaceful and regulated trade (Consolat de
Mar), the appearance of artificial time (Vicenza: clocks in public places) and the incorpora-
tion of science into technology (Amalfi: compass rose), and trans-urban currency (‘talero’,
dollar) together with the growth of powerful and autonomous Patrician bourgeoisies before
the central governments (Consell de Cent [Council of One Hundred], Signoria, Greek Fa-
nariots) and of a Republican ‘bourgeois’ theory of the politeia (Macchiavelli, Guicciardini, Eixi-
menis, lbn Khaldun) form the ensemble of elements generated by the modern world.

2-Both the fall of Constantinople, with the Ottoman conquest, and the European expan-
sion towards the Atlantic, shift the centre of historical change towards the West. Ini-
tially, the great southern emporia (Lisbon, Seville) emerged. What might be termed the

17
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‘historical initiative’ was moved Northwards. The Hanseatic League received a fresh boost,
the Netherlands created an overseas empire, and the stock exchanges (Amsterdam, Lon-
don) matured with the beginning of a veritable new capitalism. Calvinism promoted austere
capitalism (systematic productive reinvestment) and an obedient and hardworking proto-pro-
letariat. The cities of the South (with the notable exception of Venice) lost their influence to
those of the Atlantic front. The analysis of the economic effects of the Counter-Reform and
the weight of the cities on potent territorial monarchies could examine the decadence of for-
mer Patrician republics (Genoa, Florence, Ragusa, some of them even under other units:
Hispanic Barcelona, Ottoman Thessaloniki).

3- The decadence of the European Mediterranean (17* C) did not prevent the de-
velopment of enclave capitalism (Milan, Barcelona, Thessaloniki). The subsequent
Protestantism (Calvinist) / industrialisation relationship is not at all clear. All these
countries feature significant urban dualisms: administrative city and political capital
versus independent industrial bourgeois city. Madrid/Barcelona; Rome/Milan; Lis-
bon/Oporto; Athens/Thessaloniki; Ankara/lstanbul; Cairo/Alexandria.

4-The relative impoverishment of the Mediterranean basin as of the 17t Century calls
for an explanation. A re-examination of cases of southern urban ‘prosperity’ —Alexan-
dria, Algiers, Naples, Venice, Milan, Thessaloniki — and their dynamic, powerful, and
often dramatic (Tragic Week of Barcelona, political violence in Torino, the ltaly of Gi-
olittiana, the Spain of Maura and Canalejas, the Greece of Venizelos) involvement in
modernity, calls for a comparative all-embracing analysis which includes not only eco-
nomic history, but also the dynamising nationalist ideologies (Serbia, Catalonia, Greek
independentism). Consideration of the revolutionary era in southern Europe: the
heightened rural/urban contrast.

5-The victory of the national state over the ‘autonomous’ cities of the Mediterranean
was consolidated in the 19" Century. Milan retained the ltalian national stock ex-
change; Barcelona sided with Catalan nationalism, others (Alexandria) maintained a
heavy cosmopolitism and new centres emerged (Tel Aviv, Jerusalem) to further com-
plicate the political and religious map of the eastern Mediterranean. The persistence
of structures of antidemocratic interest (N'Dragheta, Camorra) mainly in ltaly, and
other ‘perennial’ dimensions of the Basin (code of honour versus the ethics of com-
petitive individualism) led to an alliance between anthropology and ethnology. We will
study whether the ‘war factor’ is more specific to the State, while the civic and com-
mercial tendency of cities to spread their contacts all over is not a ‘peace factor'.

6- All the Mediterranean countries have had difficult relationships with democracy. It would
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be necessary to clarify to what extent city/countryside tension has a cause-effect relation-
ship with autocratic (North of Africa) or fascist/fascist-leaning regimes that they all (Greece,
Portugal, Spain, ltaly, Croatia) suffered before the consolidation of liberal democracy. A syn-
thesis of the Mediterranean route towards democratic modernity is needed: transitions to
democracy.
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156.30-17.30h

FRIDAY 18 NOVEMBER
7) CITIES AND TERRITORIES. URBAN INTERMEDIATION

Round Table
COORDINATOR:
Josep M. Llop (Universitat de Lleida)

PARTICIPANTS:

Emilio d’Alessio, Ancona (ltaly)

Beril Ozalp, Esmirna (Turkey)

Dalila El Kerdany, El Mansoura (Egypt)
Firdaous Oussidhoum, Tanger (Morocco)

The module will feature a debate and an analysis of the relationship between the territories
and the most connected cities in the Mediterranean area with a specific perspective derived
from the intermediate urbanisation scale resulting from the great magnitude and majority
existence of this type of city in the Mediterranean.

The objective will be to study medium-sized cities, although particularly with an intermediate
role, which, located in the different territories, particularly on seaboards or on rural areas, link
up with large cities, urban networks and globalisation.

These cities play a basic role in the development of the urbanisation process. The
relationship between cities and their territories is a critical, since the former do not always
take care of the areas of which they are an essential park. This is an aspect that will provide
us with food for thought in our reflection on the concepts of decentralisation of states and
urban development, always formulated generically, with a more human perspective from the
intermediate scale.

The concept of “intermediate” city runs through everything; it brings in a new dimension to
the traditional formula of defining and classifying cities based on their physical size or
population: its/their intermediation functionality/ies.

Intermediation means taking an active position in the midst of different flows and spaces.
Cities nowadays, all over the world, are not closed spaces isolated from the territories that
conform their centrality. The basic central functions pertain to both the concentration and the

21
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17.30-1750h

distribution of flows, people and goods. They are variable according to time cycles (cronos),
the transformation and distribution of products linked to the microclimate and the geographic
conditions of specific territories, the organisation of social activities and festivities, cultural
processes linked to the history of each place (locus) and the rhythms set by the local nature
(cairos), among others. In a few words, they are crossroad functions, more than mere
nexuses or centres of intermediation or for the relationship between global flows and
territorial flows, with a specific geographic, historic and cultural base. We will study this all-
pervading nature that runs through things local, urban and/or territorial, with the global level
that configures intermediate cities as territorial nuclei in regions and/or urban systems,
hinterlands, networks of towns, urban territories or many other forms of relationship. As well
as the dual dimension as a service centre for the residents of the city and users; and the
function as a place for connecting with flows of information and more global goods or assets.
These functions afford the medium-sized city an intermediate functionality that transforms it
into a new entity, which realises that it is part of a great territorial urban network.

Pause



1750-19.20 h

FRIDAY 18 NOVEMBER
8) Networks of cities. The Euro-Mediterranean space

Round Table
COORDINATOR:
Andreu Bassols (European Institute of the Mediterranean)

PARTICIPANTS:

Joan Parpal, Medcities (Barcelona)

Brigitte Colin, Unesco (Paris)

Michel Barmaki, Unié Mediterrania d’Arquitectes (Lebanon)
Samir Gharib, National Organisation for Urban Harmony (Egypt)

The existence of different networks will be covered, particularly of cities and/or the
professionals of or from cities that construct alternatives and manage processes and
projects beyond the national and regional levels of government. The situation of the
globalisation of the economy and flows requires that network formulas be brought into play
at many levels, from cooperation through to the integrated management of the processes
mentioned in the previous module. Networks such as AICE, MED CITIES, C.G.L.U., CIMES,
and organisations such as the Arc Latin, as well as other networks of cities (Africities and
other networks in the South Mediterranean area) will be addressed.

Debate will focus on the equilibrium between regional or state administration and the forms
of local government and administration, the basic question of decentralisation and local
development and its link in the consideration of territories as cultural heritage or assets and
as factors of development at the same time. Tourism, local and regional products, ranging
from the formulas of the north, such as slow cities in ltaly, to more traditional forms in the
south of the Mediterranean, or the problems of building and managing long-term networks
will also be studied.

The basic idea is to concentrate different networks of cities at the level of the technicians
that manage them more than the politicians that govern them. It will be a round table for a
debate moderated by an institutional representative of the IEMeD, who will expound
networking tasks, results and their shortcomings.

23
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19.30-20.15h

FRIDAY 18 NOVEMBER
9) CLOSING SESSION
Senén Florensa, Secretary of Foreign Affaires of the Government of Catalonia

Salvador Giner, President of IEC
Andreu Bassols, Director General of IEMed
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PROFILE OF PARTICIPANTS

Jon Arrizabalaga

Lecturer in research at the CSIC, in the research line of “Cultural practices, knowledge and her-
itage in urban spaces: music, science, medicine” of the Mila i Fontanals Institution of the CSIC in
Barcelona. His research focuses on medicine, health and disease in 15th-Century Europe and in
biomedicine and social movements in the contemporary world. He is the author of the book Lluis
Alcanyis. Regiment preservatiu e curatiu de la pestilencia. Edicio critica i estudi, co-author (with
John Henderson and Roger French) of The Great Pox: The French Disease in Renaissance Eu-
rope, and co-editor of the volumes Health and medicine in Hapsburg Spain: agents, practices,
representations (with Teresa Huguet-Termes and Harold Cook) and Centres of medical excellence?
Medical travel and education in Europe, 1500-1789 (with Ole Peter Grell and Andrew Cunning-

ham).

Michel Balard

He studied history and took his PhD by thesis at the University of Paris | (Sorbonne). He was a
member of the French School in Rome, a lecturer in the universities of Reims and Marne la Vallée,
and a member of the National Committee of the National Centre for Scientific Research of France.
He has received several awards, including the Knight of the Order of the Legion of Honour, Offi-
cer of the Order of Arts and Knight of the Academic Palms. He has chaired different historical so-

cieties and associations.

Michel Barmaki

Master in architecture and city planning of the School of Fine Arts of the Lebanese University of
Beirut, where he lectures. Member of the Order of Engineers and Architects of Beirut, founder and
director of Barka Sarl. Former chairman of the architects of Beirut and of the Lebanese section of
the International Union of Architects, he has given conferences all over the world. He is the vice-

chairman of the Union of Mediterranean Architects.

Andreu Bassols

Graduate in law from the University of Barcelona, he is the General Manager of the IEMed. He
was assistant director of the Euromed Unit and of Regional Affairs of the Directorate-General for
External Relations of the European Commission and the European Commission’s representative in
the Union for the Mediterranean (UpM). He was also leading advisor to the European Commission
delegation in Tunisia (1997-2001). His publications include «Euro-Mediterranean Economic Inte-
gration», published in the IEMed Mediterranean Yearbook. Med.2010 (IEMed, 2010) and « Euro-
Mediterranean 2018», published in Quaderns de la Mediterrania, issue 11 (IEMed, 2009).
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Brigitte Colin

Architect, member of the National Order of Architects of France and the International Union of Archi-
tects, she has worked in the UNESCO Division of Cultural Heritage, in the management of museums,
archaeological sites in north Africa and the conservation of historic Islamic cities. She is a UNESCO
and UNHABITAT expert on historic cities and social urban integration. She leads the Cities and ar-
chitecture and Social Inclusion in urban areas projects of the Division of Social Sciences, Research
and Policy. She has started up different UNESCO chairs, such as Landscape and Environmental De-
sign in Montreal, Urban Policies and the Right to the City, in Lyon, and Social and Spatial Inclusion of

International Migrants in Venice.

Emilio d’Alessio
Architect, city planner and sustainable development consultant. He is a member of the National Insti-
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